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Dear Friends,

If your eyes find these words without already knowing Liturgical Press, 

we here at the Press feel you have found the proverbial needle in the 

haystack. UNESCO estimates that, worldwide, around 2.5 million books 

are published every year. We are honored to make available about  

120 of those! And while we do realize we are not exactly a major player, 

we take great pride in what and who we publish. 

 In much of professional life, the ongoing challenge of seeing the 

forest for the trees (or, sometimes, vice-versa) is hard to avoid. So too  

in publishing. This is one reason I like working on a new catalog: it helps 

me to step back and take a wider look of the work we and our authors 

are involved and invested in. In a time where so much of the stuff 

whirling around us seems intent on splitting us up into manageable, 

ideological factions, it reminds me that even for a very moderately sized 

publisher we offer remarkable content on a solid breadth of topics.  

And I see again how the sum of the parts of this content reveal a 

universal (“catholic”) claim and vision for seeking—and belonging to—

the Divine enfleshed in the world, in the communion of human beings, 

and, indeed, of all creation. 

 In these pages you will find a selection of our modest output of 

new and recently released titles. We hope you will see in it a little forest 

of Christian protests of hope in the face of the attempts to exploit our 

interdependence and the sacredness of life in all its forms. 

Hans Christoffersen

Publisher 
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SIX years into the papacy of 

Pope Francis, Catholics 

are still figuring out how to respond to 

his image of the church as a field 

hospital—a church that goes into the 

streets rather than remaining locked 

up behind closed doors. Marriage and 

family are primary sites of the field 

hospital, called to meet people’s need 

for healing and accompaniment with 

compassion and love. The authors of 

this collection—all lay, a mix of single 

and married, traditional and progres-

sive Catholics—take up this work. 

They offer practical wisdom from and 

critical engagement with the Catholic 

tradition but avoid rehashing decades-

old theological debates. Instead, their 

essays engage with and respond to 

realities shaping contemporary family 

life, like religious pluralism, technology, 

migration, racism, sex and gender, 

incarceration, consumerism, and the 

call to holiness. The result is a collec-

tion that envisions ways that families 

can be places of healing and love in 

and for the world.
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Edited by Jason King and Julie Hanlon Rubio  

SEX, LOVE,  
AND FAMILIES

Catholic Perspectives

List of contributors:



T H E O L O G Y

978-0-8146-8794-9  
Paperback, 320 pp.,  

6 x 9, $34.95

e  eBook

Available April 2020

Julie Hanlon Rubio is professor of social ethics at the Jesuit School of 
Theology of Santa Clara University in Berkeley, California. Previously, she taught 
for nineteen years at St. Louis University. Her research focuses on marriage, 
family, sex, and gender. She is the author of four books, including Family Ethics: 
Practices for Christians (Georgetown, 2010). She speaks to a wide variety of 
public audiences and writes for popular venues such as America magazine, 
National Catholic Reporter, the Washington Post, and US Catholic.

Jason King is professor of theology at Saint Vincent College in Latrobe, 
Pennsylvania. He received his PhD from The Catholic University of America in 
Washington, DC. He is the author of Faith with Benefits: Hookup Culture on 
Catholic Campuses (Oxford University Press, 2017) and essays in American 
Benedictine Review, Journal of Catholic Higher Education, and Horizons. 
Currently, he edits the Journal of Moral Theology.    
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“Sex, marriage, and family mores are changing radically. Whether you are 
celebrating or alarmed, you can learn from the realistic, hopeful, and impactful 
voices gathered here. This book would make an excellent course text; no 
student would skip the readings and the discussions would run themselves.”
 Lisa Sowle Cahill, Monan Professor of Theology, Boston College

https://litpress.org/Products/8794/Sex-Love-and-Families
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Thomas O’Loughlin

Eating Together,  
Becoming One
Taking Up Pope Francis’s Call to Theologians

978-0-8146-8458-0  
Paperback, 192 pp.,  
6 x 9, $29.95

e  eBook

In November 2015, Pope Francis 

called on theologians to explore 

whether normal Catholic practice 

should be changed to a l low 

Christians, belonging to other 
churches, to share fully at the table 

when they take part in a Eucharist 

celebrated by Catholics. Thomas 

O’Loughlin provides his contribution 

to that challenge in this volume. He 

argues that the various ways of 

thinking about what we are doing in 

the liturgy should lead us to see  

intercommunion as enhancing our 

participation in the mystery of the 

Church and the myster y we 

celebrate.

Thomas O’Loughlin is professor of historical theology at the 
University of Nottingham, UK. He uses the tools of the historian to 
look afresh at how we ask and answer theological problems. 
O’Loughlin was elected president of the Catholic Theological 
Association of Great Britain in 2016. He is the author of The Rites and 
Wrongs of Liturgy: Why Good Liturgy Matters and Washing Feet: 
Imitating the Example of Jesus in Liturgy Today, both from Liturgical 
Press.

TABLE OF CONTENTS
1.  Why This Book Now?
2.  The Grammar of Meals
3.  Pray, My Sisters and Brothers
4.  Fictive Families—Real Churches:  

The Spirit and Intercommunion
5.  The Ecumenical Meal of Mission
6.  Building upon Baptism
  Appendix to Chapter 6: Living in a  

Global Situation
7.  The Eucharist and the Pilgrims’ Journey
  Appendix to Chapter 7: A Focus on Food 

for the Journey 
8.  A Theology of Divine Acceptance
9.  Gathered as an Easter People
10. The Phenomenon of Conflicting 

Theologies
11. Where Do We Need to Go from Here?
Conclusion: Non-Catholics at the Table:  

Now or Never?

“In his usual eminently readable style, 
Thomas O’Loughlin presents forceful 
arguments on why Christians from different 
churches should share in communion with 
one another as they journey together that 
challenge all to serious reflection.”
 Paul F. Bradshaw
 University of Notre Dame

T H E O L O G Y

“A series of reflections on what it means for Christians to ‘eat 
together’ at the Eucharist draw with equal poise on canon law, 
profound readings of Scripture, and the experience of parish 
life. Both systematic teaching and challenge, they lead readers 
of all churches to reimagine local reality, and live it differently, 
in the light of the imperatives of the kingdom.”
 Bridget Nichols
 Lecturer in Anglicanism & Liturgy, Church of Ireland  
 Theological Institute, Dublin

https://litpress.org/Products/8458/Eating-Together-Becoming-One
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Globalization is uniting the world 

more closely than ever before while 

at the same time increasing the like-

lihood of division and conflict. 

Humanity faces problems of an 

unprecedented scope: vast 

inequality, climate change threat-

ening the conditions of life on this 

planet, and a great population 

migration that includes human traf-

ficking and desperate refugees. 

 What does this global plight 

demand of a church called to be a 

sign and instrument of the union of 

all in God? In this book, Mary Doak 

shows how the church must rectify 

its own historic failures to embody 

the unity-in-diversity it proclaims, 

especially with regard to women 

and Jews. Only then, and through 

responding to the demands of the 

current global crises, can we learn 

what it means to be the church—

that is, to be a prophetic witness 

and public agent of the harmony 

that God desires and the world 

deeply needs.

Mary Doak  

A Prophetic, Public Church
Witness to Hope  

Amid the Global Crises of the Twenty-First Century

978-0-8146-8450-4  
Paperback, 256 pp.,  

6 x 9, $29.95

e  eBook

Available May 2020

Mary Doak (PhD, The University of Chicago) is a professor of theology 
at the University of San Diego. Her publications include the Divine 
Harmony: Seeking Community in a Broken World (Paulist Press, 2017), 
Translating Religion (Orbis Books, 2013, co-edited with Anita Houck), 
and Reclaiming Narrative for Public Theology (SUNY, 2004), as well as 
various articles on public theology, eschatology, and ecclesiology. She 
is currently serving as president of the College Theology Society and 
is a past president of the American Theological Society (Midwest). 

T H E O L O G Y

“Doak has her finger precisely on the point 
where many critical lines of the church 
and the world intersect. In all cases, Doak 
strives for balanced and inclusive 
positions without abandoning her 
passionate, prophetic commitment to 
Christian faith and the urgent call to 
justice. I am glad to have this book to 
which I can refer the many people, young 
and old, who express to me their struggles 
over the very issues addressed here.”
 Dennis M. Doyle
 University of Dayton

“From its very beginnings, Christianity has utilized women and 
Jews in its texts and teachings to represent the abject ‘other’ 
or second-class creatures to be redeemed within salvation 
history, with devastating effects. Doak challenges Christians to 
confront their contribution to the justification of abuse of women 
and Jews in history and current contexts when they retain them 
as symbols rather than allowing them to represent themselves. 
Expect to read a book not only about being better churches but 
also about being better human beings.”
 Dr. Cristina Lledo Gomez
 BBI - The Australian Institute of Theological Education

https://litpress.org/Products/8450/A-Prophetic-Public-Church
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S C R I P T U R E

WisdomCommentar y.org

WISDOM COMMENTARY

See page 30 for additional books in series.

Lisa Michele Wolfe 

Qoheleth (Ecclesiastes)
“Lisa Wolfe is quick to acknowledge that the 
book of Qoheleth is not an easy read for 
feminists. Yet her ability to engage Qoheleth’s 
questioning of orthodoxy with a feminist 
questioning of Qoheleth lays the groundwork 
for a rich commentary that uncovers ancient 
and modern religious absurdities about 
hierarchy, gender, and class. Through the 
process Wolfe begins to create a place in 
Qoheleth for women—both ancient and 
modern.”
 Thomas B. Dozeman
 Professor of Old Testament
 United Theological Seminary

978-0-8146-8123-7 Hardcover with dust jacket,  
280 pp., 6 x 9, $39.95

e  eBook

Available February 2020

Antoinette Clark Wire  

2 Corinthians
978-0-8146-8172-5  

Hardcover with dust jacket,  
400 pp., 6 x 9, $39.95

e  eBook

Warren Carter  

Mark 
978-0-8146-8166-4  

Hardcover with dust jacket,  
584 pp., 6 x 9, $39.95

e  eBook

Song-Mi Suzie Park  

2 Kings
978-0-8146-8111-4  

Hardcover with dust jacket,  
408 pp., 6 x 9, $39.95

e  eBook

https://litpress.org/Products/8123/Wisdom-Commentary-Qoheleth-Ecclesiastes
https://litpress.org/Products/8111/Wisdom-Commentary-2-Kings
https://litpress.org/Products/8172/Wisdom-Commentary-2-Corinthians
https://litpress.org/Products/8166/Wisdom-Commentary-Mark
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Gerhard Lohfink

Is This All There Is?
On Resurrection and Eternal Life

Translated by Linda M. Maloney

Is the Christian hope for resurrection 

still alive or has it become tired? How 

can we talk about the resurrection 

today? Gerhard Lohfink takes up the 

question of death and resurrection in 

this new book. He argues against the 

dazzling array of today’s ideas and 

expectations and seeks his answers 

in Scripture, the Christian tradition, 

and human reason. With his charac-

teristically gentle but clear language, 

he reveals the power of Christian 

resurrection, showing it is not about 

events that lie in the distant future but 

rather occurrences incomprehen-

sively close to us. They were long 

since begun and they will embrace us 

fully in our own death.

Gerhard Lohfink was professor of New Testament exegesis at the 
University of Tübingen. Since 1986, he has lived and worked as a 
theologian for the Catholic Integrated Community. His many books 
include No Irrelevant Jesus, Jesus of Nazareth, and Does God Need 
the Church?, all from Liturgical Press.

“Another outstanding book from Gerhard Lohfink, who can 
always be relied upon to come up with something fresh and 
up-to-date and written in the language of the women and men 
of our time.”
 The Way

“Highly recommend this book as a profound invitation to reflect 
on the ultimate issues of death and life.”
 Theological Studies

“Thoughtful, entertaining. . . . Asking big religious questions 
Lohfink takes aim at classic discussions of faith from a Christian 
perspective rooted in wonder and trust. This intelligent, gracious 
book is a welcome contribution to theological conversations 
about life, death, and resurrection.”
 Publishers Weekly Starred Review

978-0-8146-8457-3 
Paperback, $24.95 

978-0-8146-8451-1  
Hardcover with  

dust jacket, 312 pp.,  
6 x 9, $34.95

e  eBook
Rights: World, English

S C R I P T U R E

Now in 
Paperback!

https://litpress.org/Products/8451/Is-This-All-There-Is
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Mary E. McGann, RSCJ

The Meal That Reconnects
Eucharistic Eating and the Global Food Crisis

978-0-8146-6031-7  
Paperback, 240 pp.,  
5 ½ x 8 ½, $29.95

e  eBook

Available March 2020

In The Meal That Reconnects,  

Dr. Mary McGann, RSCJ, invites 

readers to a more profound appre-

ciation of the sacredness of eating, 

the planetary interdependence that 

food and the sharing of food entails, 

and the destructiveness of the 

industrial food system that is 

supplying food to tables globally. 

She presents the food crisis as a 

spiritual crisis—a call to rediscover 

the theological, ecological, and 

spiritual significance of eating and 

to probe its challenge to Christian 

eucharistic practice. Drawing on 

the origins of Eucharist in Jesus’s 

meal fellowship and the worship of 

early Christians, McGann invites 

communities to reclaim the founda-

tional meal character of eucharistic 

celebration while offering pertinent 

strategies for this renewal.

Mary E. McGann, RSCJ, is adjunct associate professor of liturgical 
studies at the Jesuit School of Theology (Santa Clara University) and 
the Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, California. McGann is author 
of several articles and three books, including award-winning A Precious 
Fountain: Music in the Worship of an African American Catholic 
Community (Liturgical Press, 2004). 

“While forthrightly exposing the global food economy’s 
degradation of bodies and environments, this book offers an 
account of food justice that never abandons the sumptuous 
flavors and joys of the meal itself. This is a food-forward 
spirituality of the Eucharist to savor and share in an ecological 
age.”
 Benjamin Stewart
 Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago

“McGann plumbs essential sources from ecology, food studies, 
agriculture, economics, health and wellness, social ethics, 
liturgical studies, and theology—and then in very accessible 
terms, shows the hope-filled potential of the Christian Eucharist 
as a paradigm to counter the vast injustices of the current global 
corporate food industry. A ‘must read’!”
 Dawn M. Nothwehr, OSF
 Catholic Theological Union

“Responding to Pope Francis’s challenge 
in Laudato Si’ Mary McGann provides us 
with a wonderful example of how 
sacramental theology and our liturgical 
celebrations can deepen our commitment 
to our planet and to true justice for the 
dispossessed and the hungry. Along the 
way she has given us a very accessible 
account of the complex global food crisis 
that we face.”
 John F. Baldovin, SJ
 Boston College School of  
 Theology & Ministry

L I T U R G Y

https://litpress.org/Products/6031/The-Meal-That-Reconnects
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What does consumerism have to do 

with the sacraments? We live in 

cultures where our senses of 

meaning, identity, and purpose  

are of ten found in what we 

purchase. Apart from the question 

of hedonism, there is the question of 

how we orient ourselves in an envi-

ronment in which we end up 

marketing our very selves. In this 

book, Timothy Brunk examines how 

this consumer culture has had a 

corrosive effect on the seven sacra-

ments of the Catholic Church. He 

also assesses how sacramental 

worship can provide resources for 

responsible Christian discipleship in 

today’s consumer culture.

Timothy Brunk  

The Sacraments and 
Consumer Culture

978-0-8146-8508-2 
Paperback, 232 pp.,  

6 x 9, $24.95

e
 
eBook

Available May 2020

Timothy Brunk is associate professor of theology at Villanova 
University, where he has taught courses on sacraments, care for the 
sick, and the interplay of liturgy and culture since 2006. He holds a PhD 
from Marquette University and has an abiding interest in the connection 
between liturgical practice and ethical action. 

“Living as we do in a time of heightened confusion at the 
intersection of Christ and culture, Timothy Brunk’s book is an 
urgent, insightful, and compelling reexamination of the church’s 
sacramental practice forming Christian identity, even as that 
practice must contend with a profoundly influential and not-so-
innocent consumerist culture.”
 David B. Batchelder
 Pastor, West Plano Presbyterian Church

L I T U R G Y

“This expertly researched text provides 
an insightful and practical guide to help 
Christian churches navigate the complex 
threats posed by consumer culture. 
Treating each sacrament in turn, Brunk 
enumerates the ways that consumerism 
has deformed many worship practices. 
This book is an essential read for all 
ministers and for anyone who wants to 
deepen their love for the sacraments.”
 David Farina Turnbloom
 University of Portland

https://litpress.org/Products/8508/The-Sacraments-and-Consumer-Culture
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L I T U R G Y

For years, religious leaders and 

communities around the world have 

turned to the Women’s Alliance for 

Theology, Ethics, and Ritual (WATER) 

for feminist liturgies for justice. Now—

in celebration of the organization’s 

thir ty-fif th anniversary—Stirring 

Waters gathers fifty-two of these 

beautiful liturgies, ready-made to help 

your community venerate powerful 

women of faith, develop a richer and 

deeper spirituality, and take real 

action for justice. 

 Use the liturgies in this book as 

a resource to nourish the souls and 

focus the passions of the people you 

serve. Help them reflect on great 

women like the prophetess Miriam 

and Julian of Norwich, provoke and 

disturb them on occasions like Earth 

Day and World Water Day, energize 

them on International Women’s Day 

and Black History Month, and rejuve-

nate drooping spirits with liturgies of 

healing and gratitude.  

Diann L. Neu

Stirring Waters
Feminist Liturgies for Justice

Diann L. Neu is cofounder and codirector of WATER, the Women’s 
Alliance for Theology, Ethics, and Ritual, in Silver Spring, Maryland.  
A feminist liturgist and licensed psychotherapist, Diann lectures, 
teaches, and conducts workshops throughout the United States, Latin 
America, and Europe and has published numerous articles on feminist 
approaches to liturgy, spirituality, and therapy as well as books of rituals.

978-0-8146-6472-8  
Paperback, 368 pp.,  
7 x 10, $39.95

e  eBook

“What an amazing resource of female 
wisdom and lived experience. Through 
ritual celebration, women all around the 
world can unite on those issues that 
matter most for the well-being of all life 
forms and the future of our planet. 
Pioneering WATER pioneers again.”
 Miriam Therese Winter, PhD 
 Medical Mission Sister

“Stirring Waters is exactly what the 
church needs right now: an inclusive, 
creative, thoughtful resource that draws 
deeply from the wells of women, past and 
present. Neu does a masterful job of 
bringing the feminist spirit to life through 
prayers, poems, and hymns.”
 Jessie Bazan, MDiv, editor and  
 co-author of Dear Joan Chittister:  
 Conversations with Women in the  
 Church

“Stirring Waters: Feminist Liturgies for Justice, Diann Neu’s new 
contribution to the development of contemporary spirituality, 
does more than simply write a chain of liturgies. It brings the art 
of meaning to the depth of reflection. If anything affects the 
growth of the faith as well as the spiritual life of the faithful, it is 
liturgy that touches the heart, expands understanding, and 
stretches the soul.”
 Joan Chittister, OSB

https://litpress.org/Products/6472/Stirring-Waters
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Alisa Kasmir

Hineni
In Imitation of Abraham

Alisa Kasmir is a native New Yorker who lived in Chicago and London 
before settling in Rotterdam, The Netherlands. There, often with the 
help of her Labrador Pippa, she has long practiced spiritual 
companioning with individuals, groups, and at a senior rehab facility. 
Alisa holds a degree in spiritual direction from the Titus Brandsma 
Institute in Nijmegen and bachelor’s and master’s degrees from 
Northwestern University. Alisa was a classical singer and is the 
mother of two nearly grown sons. 

978-0-8146-8805-2  
Paperback, 128 pp.,  

5 x 7, $16.95

e  eBook

How do you encounter the mystery of 

the other? This is the central question 

at the heart of spiritual direction and 

central to the human quest. Hineni—

presence—is not an answer to the 

mystery but a response to the chal-

lenge. At a time when people on the 

edges of religion increasingly seek out 

spir i tual direction as a way of 

confronting life’s unanswerable ques-

tions, Hineni indicates a fundamental 

reality beyond labels. And in an age 

that seems to suffer from disconnec-

tion, hineni indicates a way in. 

 A helpful resource for anyone inter-

ested in spirituality beyond easy 

answers or (in)convenient labels, 

Hineni: In Imitation of Abraham is a 

stark exploration of what it truly means 

to be present—to yourself, to the one 

before you, and to the one we call God.    

“One will not read Genesis 22 in the same 
old way again. And one will view spiritual 
direction with a new sense of presence— 
to God, and to the companion on the way. 
The inclusion of eight personal interviews 
from an interreligious perspective shows 
how hineni can be lived across interdenomi-
national and interfaith lines.”
 Helen Rolfson, OSF
 Saint John’s University School of   
 Theology/Seminary, Collegeville, MN

“This profound book shows what is at stake in the intimate 
relationship and interaction of spiritual directors with those 
who yearn for human flourishing in uncertain and difficult times 
and who seek to discern the ultimate orientation of their 
spiritual journey.”
 Pieter G.R. de Villiers
 University of the Free State, South Africa

S P I R I T U A L I T Y

“Kasmir crosses boundaries of Jewish and 
Christian traditions, and her account also 
resonates with traditions unmentioned, like 
Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam. I highly 
recommend this pleasant, musical, and 
personal read to those working in spiritual 
direction, as well as for spiritual practitioners 
looking to share and mirror their own 
experiences.”
 Dr. Annewieke Vroom 
 Utrecht University, the Netherlands

https://litpress.org/Products/8805/Hineni
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“In this volume, a spiritual director will find many enriching 
reminders of what kind of person the director should be, the 
natural and unique unfolding of the spiritual life in each person, 
and the still-relevant wisdom of a 2,000-year-old tradition of 
companionship designed to assist the human capacity to be 
enfolded in God.”
 Norvene Vest, OblSB
 Author of Preferring Christ: A Devotional Commentary  
 on the Rule of St. Benedict

 

A Science of the Saints
Studies in Spiritual Direction
Edited by Robert E. Alvis

Throughout the church’s long 

history, Christians have sought out 

wise mentors to guide them on the 

journey toward God. A Science of 
the Saints explores the dynamics of 

spiritual direction as revealed in the 

lives and writings of a wide array of 

exemplary disciples, from the 

Desert Fathers and Mothers to 

Thomas Merton, and from St. 

Teresa of Avila to St. Teresa 

Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein). 

This groundbreaking work sheds 

new light on an essential dimension 

of the Christian experience, yielding 

timeless wisdom to inform the 

practice of spiritual direction in our 

own day.   

978-0-8146-8804-5  
Paperback, 240 pp.,  
6 x 9, $24.95

e  eBook

Available April 2020

Robert E. Alvis is professor of church history and academic dean at 
Saint Meinrad Seminary and School of Theology. His publications 
include Religion and the Rise of Nationalism: A Profile of an East-Central 
European City (Syracuse University Press, 2005) and White Eagle, Black 
Madonna: One Thousand Years of the Polish Catholic Tradition (Fordham 
University Press, 2016).

“Spanning the history of Christian 
guidance from the Desert Fathers and 
Mothers to contemporary expressions in 
literature and film, this groundbreaking 
book traces spiritual direction from its 
roots to its flourishing. Informed and 
inspired by this first-rate historical 
analysis, our own ministries as spiritual 
directors become blessed by the saints 
who preceded us.”
 Susan S. Phillips 
 Executive director of the Graduate  
 Theological Union’s New College  
 Berkeley and author of Candlelight:  
 Illuminating the Art of Spiritual  
 Direction

S P I R I T U A L I T Y

https://litpress.org/Products/8804/A-Science-of-the-Saints


13l i tpress.org/academic   |   800-858-5450ACSPRING20 

From the People of God series

Jon M. Sweeney

James Martin, SJ
In the Company of Jesus

978-0-8146-4417-1 
Paperback, 208 pp., 

5 3⁄8 x 8 1⁄4. $16.95

e  eBook

Fr. James Martin, SJ, is one of the 

most recognized Catholic priests in 

the United States. In this compelling 

narrative, award-winning writer Jon 

Sweeney, probes Martin’s early life, 

his experiences as a corporate 

executive, his call to religious life, his 

ministry and spirituality, his feelings 

about both the adoration and the 

criticism he receives from so many, 

and much more. Readers will come 

away with a much better under-

standing of one of today’s most 

interesting and influential Catholics. 

“Sweeney’s fastidious research and elegant 
prose make this a page turner I read with 
relish and finished with regret. It’s a gift to 
nonbelievers as well as Catholics, lapsed 
and devout.”
 Mary Karr 
 Poet and memoirist, author of  
 The New York Times  

Jon M. Sweeney is an independent scholar and one of religion’s most 
respected writers. His books include When Saint Francis Saved the 
Church; The Enthusiast: How the Best Friend of Francis of Assisi 
Almost Destroyed What He Started; The Complete Francis of Assisi; 
and The Pope Who Quit: A True Medieval Tale of Mystery, Death, and 
Salvation. He edited A Course in Christian Mysticism by Thomas 
Merton, published by Liturgical Press. Sweeney writes regularly 
for America and The Tablet and is publisher and editor-in-chief at 
Paraclete Press. He lives with his wife and two daughters in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin.

iTunes is a trademark of Apple Inc.

Audiobook also available!

“James Martin is one of the most important 
voices in Christian spirituality today and 
Jon Sweeney’s story of his life and his work 
will, I promise, make you want to be a better 
person. We need to define what Christian 
discipleship means in the present moment. 
This book will help you do that.”
 Ronald Rolheiser 
 Author of The Holy Longing and   
 Domestic Monastery

“Here’s what I can’t help but love about Jim 
Martin: his refreshing humanness, his God-
help-us-all humor, his faith in Christ, so 
grounded, so full of search and questioning, 
so opposite of resting on your ‘spiritual 
laurels,’ so honest, so alive and unfurling.”
 Sister Helen Prejean, CSJ 
 Author of Dead Man Walking and  
 The Death of Innocents

S P I R I T U A L I T Y

Audiobook: Length 5 hrs and 10 min. Exclusively available on 
Amazon, Audible, and iTunes!

https://litpress.org/Products/4417/James-Martin-SJ
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John Michael Talbot 

Desert Dangers and Delights
Stories, Teachings, and Sources

978-0-8146-8803-8  
Paperback, 280 pp.,  
5 ½ x 8 ½, $19.95

e  eBook

John Michael Talbot is the founder and spiritual father of the 
Catholic-based community the Brothers and Sisters of Charity. He 
leads an active ministry from Little Portion Hermitage and Monastery 
in Arkansas and St. Clare Monastery in Texas. He is also a Grammy 
and Dove award–winning, multiplatinum selling, contemporary 
Christian music pioneer and a best–selling author of over thirty books.

The spirituality and lives of the desert 

fathers and mothers are often seen as 

the beginning and end of Christian 

monastic l i fe. Their stories and 

messages inspire not only the most 

devout Christians but also the “nones” 

and the “dones.” In Desert Dangers 

and Delights, John Michael Talbot 

reflects on his experience as a spiritual 

father and a popularizer of Catholic 

Christian spirituality through his music 

and teaching. He uses his own stories, 

Scripture, and the stories and sayings 

of the desert fathers and mothers to 

show a radically alternative way of living 

and thinking in Christ. With questions 

for reflection at the end of each chapter, 

this book will aid all readers, from 

experienced monastics to those just 

beginning a spiritual journey with 

Christ.

“In this book, John Michael Talbot draws 
from the rich treasure of the wisdom of the 
desert fathers. Simple and impressive are 
the examples f rom ever yday l i fe, 
unsurpassed are the quotations of the 
desert fathers, which are still so relevant 
today. The book provides orientation for 
searching people in a time of disorientation.”
 Notker Wolf, OSB
 Abbot Primate Emeritus

“From time to time we all need to strip away the barnacles of 
the distracted life and get back to what is essential. With this 
book, you can immerse yourself in a world without the 
annoying distractions of modern technology, then really begin 
with yourself and go deeper than perhaps you ever have 
before.”
 Jim L. Papandrea
 Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary

S P I R I T U A L I T Y
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What does it mean to be humble 

like Christ? In this book, Bernadette 

McNary-Zak explores various 

concepts of Christian humility in 

late antiquity. To help the reader 

deepen their understanding of 

Christian humility, McNary-Zak 
takes a close look at some of the 

ways different types of humility 

operated as a relational value in 

specific contexts involving ascetic 

women. With this approach, the 

author shows how, at the very 

margins of a male-dominated 

culture, the ascetic woman repre-

sented a form of renunciation of 

self that enabled her to function as 

a symbol of Christian humility for 

females and males alike. A life that 

is both affirmative of biblical prec-

edent and subversive of societal 

norms thereby becomes a life lived 

in deliberate aspiration toward an 

unrealized eschatology. 

Bernadette McNary-Zak

Humble Aspiration
Constructing an Early Christian Ideal

978-0-8146-8406-1 
Paperback, 184 pp.,  

6 x 9, $24.95

e  eBook

Available May 2020

Bernadette McNary-Zak, PhD, is associate professor of religious 
studies at Rhodes College in Memphis, Tennessee. She is the author 
of several books, including Useful Servanthood: A Study of Spiritual 
Formation in the Writings of Abba Ammonas (Cistercian Publications, 
2010). Other publications include two co-edited books and a number 
of articles in her areas of research.

S P I R I T U A L I T Y

TABLE OF CONTENTS
1. Introduction
2. Pedagogies of Theological Humility
3. Expressions of Social Humility
4. Patterns of Intellectual Humility
5. Rules of Mutual Humility
6. The Challenge of Christian Humility

“In a world where humility is often misunderstood, especially 
as applied to women, this book offers a deep and wide 
exploration of the concept. McNary-Zak gathers views of 
humility from ancient and modern sources into a resource unlike 
any other currently available.”
 Judith Sutera, OSB
 Mount St. Scholastica 
 Atchison, Kansas

https://litpress.org/Products/8406/Humble-Aspiration
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“Thurston argues that to understand 
Thomas Merton one must understand 
him as a monk. This careful study argues 
that point with deep insight based on her 
four decades of reading and writing 
about the Merton corpus. This book, 
extremely readable and unfailingly 
intelligent, is highly recommended.”
 Lawrence S. Cunningham
 The University of Notre Dame

Bonnie B. Thurston 

Shaped by the End  
You Live For
Thomas Merton’s Monastic Spirituality
Foreword by Paul Quenon, OCSO

To understand the life and thought 

of Thomas Merton, one must under-

stand him as a monk. Af ter 

introducing his vocation and 

entrance into the Trappist order, this 

book highlights some of his basic 

spiritual presuppositions. Relying 

primarily on Merton’s writing, Bonnie 

B. Thurston surveys his thought on 

fundamental aspects of monastic 

formation and spirituality, particularly 

obedience, silence, solitude, and 

prayer. She also addresses some of 

the temptations and popular misun-

derstandings surrounding monastic 

life. Accessible and conversational 

in style, the book suggests how 

monastic spirituality is relevant, not 

only for all Christians, but also for 

serious spiritual seekers. 

978-0-8146-8807-6  
Paperback, 184 pp.,  
5 x 7, $19.95

e  eBook

Available May 2020

Bonnie B. Thurston, after years as a university and seminary professor, 
lives quietly in her home state of West Virginia. She is the author of 
many books on Scripture and theology, including Maverick Mark: The 
Untamed First Gospel, The Spiritual Landscape of Mark, and 
Philippians in the Sacra Pagina series, all published by Liturgical Press. 
Her poetry appears frequently in religious periodicals, and among her 
published collections is Belonging to Borders: A Sojourn in the Celtic 
Tradition. She is also a contributor to Give Us This Day (Liturgical Press).

“One of Bonnie Thurston’s great gifts to us is her ability to write, 
when appropriate, about profound topics with a light touch—
both accessible and illuminating. That gift is on full display in 
this wonderful distillation not only of Thomas Merton’s core 
spiritual teachings but of her many years of study, reflection, 
and prayer on these teachings.”  
 Patrick O’Connell
 Former president of the International Thomas Merton  
 Society and editor of The Merton Seasonal 

“Recognizing that ‘if one does not 
understand Merton as a monk, one does 
not understand Merton,’ Bonnie B. 
Thurston skillfully illuminates the many 
ways in which Merton’s monastic life 
informed his spirituality and energized 
his witness to peace and justice. And,  
in prose that is as lucid as it is learned, 
she invites her readers to draw deeply 
from the wellspring of monastic wisdom 
that is central to Merton’s legacy.  
A must-read!”
 Christine M. Bochen
 Nazareth College, Rochester,  
 New  York, co-author of The  
 Thomas Merton Encyclopedia  

M O N A S T I C
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“From the beginnings of our Order, Cistercian monks and nuns 
have expressed their desire for—and sometimes their 
insistence on—seeing God in the here and now sicuti est (‘as 
he is,’ 1 Jn 3:2), and none more than Bernard of Clairvaux. In 
this clear and illuminating study, Slater demonstrates to what 
extent Bernard considered this contemplative knowledge 
possible in this life, to what extent he accepted it as impossible, 
and how, by the transformation of desire, men and women 
could be brought closer to the impossible. Reading Slater’s 
book, we are renewed in the willingness to allow the Word to 
work on who we are interiorly in the unrelinquishable hope of 
coming to know him for who he is.”
 Bernard Bonowitz, OCSO, author of Truly Seeking God

Isaac Slater, OCSO 

Beyond Measure
The Poetics of the Image in Bernard of Clairvaux

CS279P,  
978-0-87907-279-7  

Paperback, 256 pp.,  
5 ½ x 8 ½, $39.95

e  eBook

Available February 2020

Bernard of Clairvaux continually 

returns to the classical idea that the 

quality of desire shapes theological 

imagination. By attending to the multiple 

ways he develops and applies this 

insight, Beyond Measure uncovers a 

new depth of organic unity to the literary,  

philosophical, and theological strands 

densely interwoven through his writings. 

Bernard’s apparent iconoclasm with 

respect to art, affectivity, and the 

humanity of Jesus is revealed as an 

alternative mystical aesthetic, congruent 

with his program for monastic reform. 

The central movement of Cistercian spir-

ituality from the carnal to the spiritual is 

shown not to elide but to recapitulate the 

carnal in higher spiritual expression. 

Further, this approach provides fresh 

understanding of the ways in which 

Bernard is at once “last of the fathers” 

and “first of the moderns.” In particular, 

a careful reading of works by Julia 

Kristeva and Jean-Luc Marion on 

Bernard reveals both the enduring 

brightness and vitality of his writing and 

the relevance of his work for people 

today.

Isaac Slater, OCSO, a monk of the Abbey of the Genesee, received 
a licentiate in historical theology from The Catholic University of 
America. His articles have appeared in journals including Literature 
and Theology, Cíteaux, and Cistercian Studies Quarterly. He has 
published two collections of poems, Surpassing Pleasure (Porcupine’s 
Quill, 2011) and Lean (Grey Borders, 2016), along with a co-translation 
of poems by Hafiz of Shiraz, The Tangled Braid (Fons Vitae, 2010).

“Slater’s innovative work is unique in taking 
into account both the theological as well as 
the artistic dimensions of Bernard’s 
writings. Attending to Bernard’s insights 
into the role of the imagination and desire 
in spiritual transformation, Beyond Measure 
resonates with current concern about the 
true self and an accurate perception of the 
world and shows how the divine works 
through distortions and turns all things to 
good. It sheds new light on topics such as 
art, experience, and freedom in Bernard’s 
corpus.”
 Raymond Studzinski, OSB
 The Catholic University of America

M O N A S T I C
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Bernard of Clairvaux

Various Sermons
Translated by Grace Remington, OCSO
Introduction by Alice Chapman

This last small group of Bernard’s 

sermons to be published in translation 

by Cistercian Publications rightly goes 

by the title De varii in the critical 

edition. While most of them treat 

feasts on the church calendar, they do 

so in a somewhat hit-or-miss fashion. 

Three sermons also deal with God’s 

will, God’s mercies, and the gifts of the 

Holy Spirit. Two sermons for the feast 

of Saint Victor are a response to a 

request to Bernard from the monks of 

Montmarey; the Bollandist Life of Saint 

Victor appears here as a complement 

to those sermons. Besides the nine 

sermons normally assigned to the De 

varii, this volume also includes a 

sermon on the feast of Saint Benedict 

that was recently added to the collec-

tion in Sources Chrétiennes. The 

survival of this loose assemblage of 

sermons outside of the organized 

collections of Bernard’s sermons 

provides a reminder of Bernard as 

preacher and writer, able despite all 

his other activities to turn his hand to 

preaching when called upon. While 

they treat of disparate themes, they 

allow us to encounter the quintessen-

tial Bernard—speaking of the life of 

desire, the true meaning of holiness, 

and the awakening of the spiritual 

senses in the search for God.

CF084P,  
978-0-87907-184-4  
Paperback, 152 pp.,  
5 ½ x 8 ½, $24.95

e  eBook

Available April 2020

Sr. Grace Remington, OCSO, has been a nun of Our Lady of the 
Mississippi Abbey near Dubuque, Iowa, since 1997. She studied Latin 
at Grinnell College, where she graduated with a degree in biology. She 
currently serves the community as cook, gardener, and raiser of 
chickens.

Alice Chapman (PhD in 2006, University of Cambridge) is associate 
professor of history at Grand Valley State University in Allendale, 
Michigan. Her areas of interest are monasticism, medieval political 
thought, and spiritual health and wellness in the Middle Ages. She has 
published several articles on Bernard of Clairvaux, and her book, 
Authority and Power in the Writings of Bernard of Clairvaux, was 
published by Brepols in 2013.

M O N A S T I C
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This book examines how the 

writings of the thirteenth-century 

nun Gertrude the Great of Helfta 

articulate an innovative relationship 

between a person’s eucharistic 

devotion and her body. It attends to 

her references to the biblical, 

monastic, and theological traditions, 

including attitudes and ideas about 

the spiritual and corporeal senses, 

in order to illuminate the affirmative 

role Gertrude assigns to the body 

in making spir itual progress. 

Ultimately the book demonstrates 

that Gertrude leaves behind the 

dualistic aspect of the Christian 

intellectual and devotional tradition 

while exploiting its af firmative 

concepts of bodily forms of knowing 

divine union.

Ella Johnson 

This is My Body
Eucharistic Theology and Anthropology  

in the Writings of Gertrude the Great of Helfta

CS280P,  
978-0-87907-280-3  
Paperback, 272 pp.,  

5 ½ x 8 ½, $34.95

e  eBook

Available April 2020

Ella Johnson, PhD, is an assistant professor in the theology department 
at St. Ambrose University, Davenport, Iowa, where she teaches courses 
on systematic theology, ecclesiology, social justice, and medieval 
women mystics. Johnson’s research focuses on women’s theology and 
piety in medieval Christian history, especially that of the thirteenth-
century Helfta writers. She has published several book chapters and 
articles on Gertrude the Great of Helfta in peer-reviewed journals such 
as Viator, Magistra, and Medieval Mystical Theology.

“Ella Johnson’s passionate study explores the depth of the 
writings associated with Gertrude of Helfta, looking into both 
their sources in scholasticism and their effects for meditative 
readings. It discusses questions of theology, gendered 
authorship, and the medieval sensorium in new and inspiring 
ways.”
 Racha Kirakosian
 Harvard University

M O N A S T I C

TABLE OF CONTENTS
1: Gertrude of Helfta and Her Writings
2: The Monastery of St. Mary at Helfta
3: Doctrine of Spiritual Senses According  
 to Gertrude’s Sources
4: Gertrude’s Doctrine of the Spiritual  
 Senses
5: “Do This in Memory of Me”: Ritual,  
 Re-Membering, and Reading
6:  “This Is My Body”: Woman as Signifying  
 Humanity and Divinity
7:  Gertrude in Context: A Challenge to  
 Difference Fixed into Dichotomy
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Discovering Pope Francis
The Roots of Jorge Mario  

Bergoglio’s Thinking
Edited by Thomas L. Knoebel  

and Brian Y. Lee
Foreword by Pope Francis

978-0-8146-8504-4 Paperback, 272 pp., 6 x 9, $29.95

e  eBook

Fr. Thomas L. Knoebel has been a priest of the Archdiocese  
of Milwaukee since 1969. For the past thirty years, beginning 
in 1981, Fr. Knoebel has served at Sacred Heart School of 
Theology in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, as a professor and in 
various leadership roles. After retiring in 2013, he returned 
as president-rector in 2017.

Brian Y. Lee, PhD, is assistant professor of Sacred Scripture 
at Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He received a PhD in theology from 
the University of Notre Dame in 2017.

Ormond Rush 

The Vision of Vatican II
Its Fundamental Principles

978-0-8146-8074-2  
Hardcover with dust jacket, 624 pp., 6 x 9, $69.95

e  eBook

Ormond Rush is a priest of the Diocese of Townsville, 
Australia, with a doctorate in theology from the Gregorian 
University in Rome. He currently lectures at St Paul’s 
Theological College, Australian Catholic University, Brisbane 
Campus. 

“Rush engages academic theologians in a deep 
analysis of the conciliar texts while presenting the 
complexity of the Vatican council in a way that is also 
enormously rewarding to less professional readers. 
This book is recommended to anyone who struggles 
to understand the meaning of the Second Vatican 
Council and who is not enlightened by the polarized 
antagonisms of recent decades. It is a long book, 
admirably clear in the way it approaches sometimes 
complex issues and rewards the reader from its first 
word to its last.”
 National Catholic Reporter

“Quite simply the most perceptive, accessible, yet 
comprehensive articulation of why Vatican II still 
matters. His twenty-four principles synthesize the 
central and still quite compelling contributions of the 
council to the life of the church today.’”
 Richard R. Gaillardetz
 Boston College
 

“Discovering Pope Francis testifies that, as for 
Dostoevsky, Bergoglio’s logic is not rigidly algebraic: 
it is flexible, elastic, alive. It never loses sight of the 
human. Many of these pages show how his way of 
thinking liberates the energy needed for the evangelical 
logos that balances a deep connection and strong 
engagement to the theological and ecclesial traditions 
of the Church, as well as a deep commitment to reality 
and all its challenges and complexity.”
 Fr. Antonio Spadaro, SJ,  
 Editor in chief of La Civiltà Cattolica

“May these fine essays inspire deeper reflection on the 
Church’s evangelical imperative and the urgency of 
our calling to be missionary disciples in these times.”
 Most Reverend José H. Gomez
 Archbishop of Los Angeles 
 

R E C E N T LY  R E L E A S E D
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“In The Doctor of Mercy, Papazian makes a distinctive 
contribution by providing the most comprehensive 
introduction to St. Gregory of Narek, a medieval mystic 
who experienced and expressed a reality not easily 
comprehended. Papazian acts as a guide who takes 
the reader on a tour to meet the saint in his time and 
place, explaining all along the things encountered on 
the way and those to be expected upon arrival. Then 
comes the embrace.”
 Abraham Terian
 St. Nersess Armenian Seminary

“This is an important book which makes a real 
contribution to the field of Church history and historical 
theology, with a depth of research enough for scholars 
but very accessible so that anyone can read it. I found 
the book very satisfying and enlightening. Well worth 
the time of anyone interested in the history of doctrine 
and spirituality, but the book also demonstrates why 
the study of Gregory is relevant and worthwhile in our 
time.”
 James L. Papandrea 
 Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary

Gerald W. Schlabach is professor of theology and former 
chair of justice and peace studies at the University of St. 
Thomas in Minnesota. He holds a PhD in theology and ethics 
from the University of Notre Dame. His books include Just 
Policing, Not War: An Alternative Response to World 
Violence and Sharing Peace: Mennonites and Catholics in 
Conversation, both from Liturgical Press.

978-0-8146-8501-3  
Hardcover with dust jacket, 278 pp., 6 x 9, $49.95

e  eBook

Michael Papazian 

The Doctor of Mercy
The Sacred Treasures of  

St. Gregory of Narek

Gerald W. Schlabach

A Pilgrim People
Becoming a Catholic  

Peace Church

978-0-8146-4454-6  Paperback, 432 pp., 6 x 9, $39.95

e  eBook

Michael Papazian is professor of philosophy at Berry 
College in Rome, Georgia. After completing his philosophy 
doctorate at the University of Virginia, he studied classical 
Armenian at Oxford University. He publishes on ancient 
Greek philosophy and medieval Armenian theology.

“More than any book on active nonviolence and 
peace-making, Gerald Schlabach’s A Pilgrim People 
offers a profound and solid theological foundation for 
this essential Christian mission. It is a must-read for 
social activists as well as scholars. A timelier book for 
our Age of Migration can hardly be found.”
 Peter C. Phan
 Georgetown University

“From his deep experience in both Mennonite and 
Catholic circles, Gerald Schlabach explores well 
the transforming initiative of the church’s evolving 
‘turn to active nonviolence’ and offers a challenging 
reflection on the messy complexity of the just war 
framework’s ‘traditional righteousness.’ This book 
should be required reading for all of us involved in 
the Catholic Nonviolence Initiative.”
 Marie Dennis
 Co-President of Pax Christi International   
 (2007–2019), Executive Committee of Pax   
 Christi’s Catholic Nonviolence Initiative

R E C E N T LY  R E L E A S E D
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Richard S. Vosko

Art and Architecture for  
Congregational Worship

The Search for a Common Ground

978-0-8146-8471-9  Paperback, 248 pp., 5 ½ x 8 ½, $29.95

e  eBook

With color 
 illustrations

Richard S. Vosko, PhD, is a priest of the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Albany and has worked internationally as a 
liturgical designer and consultant since 1970. His award-
winning portfolio includes the completion of 135 churches 
and 13 cathedrals. He has also provided education and 
consultation for 36 Jewish congregations. Vosko is an 
honorary member of the American Institute of Architects and 
is a well-known author and lecturer on religion, art, and 
architecture. 

“An exquisite fusion of faith, social conscience, and 
sage advice leavened by four decades of hands-on 
experience. This book is for everyone who wonders 
why churches look the way they do. For those charged 
with designing, funding, and renovating older houses 
of worship or building new ones, it will prove an 
exceptional resource.”
 Judith Dupré 
 New York Times best–selling author of Churches

“As a skilled architectural consultant, Fr. Richard 
Vosko brings together a much-needed conversation 
between the spiritual longing for beauty and the 
formation of just relationships to heal our world. With 
a creative use of history, theology, and contemporary 
architectural theory, Vosko insists that we can build 
houses of prayer that are immanent and transcendent, 
honoring the assembly, the tradition we love, and the 
creative innovation needed in these times.”
 Paul Janowiak, SJ
 Jesuit School of Theology

John Mark Falkenhain, OSB 

How We Love
A Formation for the Celibate Life

978-0-8146-8796-3  Paperback, 248 pp., 6 x 9, $29.95

e  eBook

A monk of Saint Meinrad Archabbey, Br. John Mark 
Falkenhain is a licensed psychologist with several years of 
experience in research, writing, and teaching in the areas of 
celibacy formation, formation for the priestly and religious 
life, and clergy child sexual abuse. Br. John Mark lectures 
nationally and internationally, and he is a Fellow in Human 
Formation with Saint Luke Institute in Silver Spring, Maryland.

“Academicians as well as directors of initial and 
ongoing formation will appreciate the breadth of 
research Brother John Mark Falkenhain, OSB, and his 
clear-eyed response to the contemporary challenges 
of preparing those called by the Lord to the 
commitment of celibacy. This book will help priests 
and religious continue to offer a joyful and mature 
witness to a life of celibacy as a free and generous 
self-gift to God and others.”
 Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, CSsR
 Archdiocese of Newark, New Jersey

“Brother John Mark has created a model of formation 
that pulls together all the varied pieces needed to 
prepare someone for a life of celibacy. From his 
experience in working with numerous religious 
communities and in the seminary, he gives practical 
advice for addressing the full gamut of challenges to 
celibate living. His material is equally useful for both 
men and women celibates.”
 Sr. Jane Becker, OSB, PhD
 Monastery Immaculate Conception 
 Ferdinand, Indiana

R E C E N T LY  R E L E A S E D
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“This little book offers a fine introduction to the 
Christian mystical tradition and to the work of one of 
America’s most creative and innovative poets.”
 Spirit & Life

“Charles Murphy’s book weaves together an amazing 
range of sources: literary and theological, mystical 
and personal anecdote. It explicates Emily Dickinson’s 
poetry with delight and sensitivity and raises the 
reader’s awareness of her spiritual aspirations and 
fragile beauty of soul. It is an exploration of poetry and 
prayer that will be valued by all those who are drawn 
to either or both.”
 Marie Noonan Sabin
 Author of Evolving Humanity and Biblical Wisdom

“A small and inexpensive volume, this book might be 
a good way for students of English literature to get 
introduced to the genre of mystical writing within a 
more contemporary and secular context. Conversely, 
it might help students of mystical theology to see its 
expression in a more contemporary and secular 
writer.”
 Magistra

Charles M. Murphy

Mystical Prayer
The Poetic Example of  

Emily Dickinson

978-0-8146-8470-2  Paperback, 128 pp., 5 x 7, $15.95

e  eBook

Monsignor Charles Murphy, PA, STD, is former rector of 
the North American College in Rome and founded the 
permanent diaconate program, among other pastoral 
responsibilities, in the Diocese of Portland, Maine. 

Philip Sheldrake 

The Spiritual Way
Classic Traditions and  
Contemporary Practice

978-0-8146-4458-4  Paperback, 192 pp., 6 x 9, $24.95

e  eBook

Philip Sheldrake is professor and director of the Institute 
for the Study of Contemporary Spirituality at Oblate School 
of Theology, San Antonio, Texas. He is also senior research 
associate of the Von Hügel Institute, St Edmund’s College, 
University of Cambridge, and senior research fellow in the 
Cambridge Theological Federation (Westcott House). 

“A resource of value for teachers, practitioners, and 
writers for many years to come. Prepare yourself for 
a work of beauty and insight that reminds us that the 
Christian spiritual traditions are not lost. In fact, in 
Sheldrake’s hands, traditions address contemporary 
questions and quests while remaining vibrant, 
animated, and alive.”
 Steven Chase, PhD
 Oblate School of Theology
 Editor in Chief of Spiritus: Journal of the   
 Society for the Study of Christian Spirituality

“Sheldrake makes the riches of the history of Christian 
spirituality accessible. By identifying five ‘ways’ or 
types of Christian spirituality, Sheldrake captures the 
complexities, particularities, and evolutions of this 
history, as well as its cohesion. Ecumenically 
conversant and sensitive to contemporary context, 
this work will be valuable for the classroom and for 
the general reader.”
 Timothy H. Robinson
 Brite Divinity School
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https://litpress.org/Products/8470/Mystical-Prayer
https://litpress.org/Products/4458/The-Spiritual-Way
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Magda Heras and Ignasi Fossas, OSB

Even Though I Walk
One Woman’s Journey of Prayer  

in the Shadow of Death
Translated by Elaine M. Lilly

978-0-8146-8800-7   
Paperback, 176 pp., 5 ½ x 8 ½, $19.95

e  eBook

Magda Heras was born in Terrassa, Catalonia (Spain), and 
never lived far from the city of her youth—except as a visiting 
cardiology researcher at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
Minnesota, and at Mount Sinai Medical Center in New York 
City—but she eagerly traveled the world, often with her 
husband and daughter.

Ignasi Fossas, OSB, was born near Barcelona, where he 
received his medical degree. He is a Benedictine monk, 
holds a degree from the Pontifical Institute of Liturgy in 
Rome, and studied management at IESE School of Business 
(Barcelona campus). He has served as prior of the monastery 
at Montserrat since 2011.

“This book isn’t about a particular case but an 
instructive journey using lectio. The psalms are 
available to all of us. Death has no power to refute 
these ancient texts. Accompaniment through psalms 
is palliative caring and hospice ready.”
 Mary Margaret Funk, OSB
 Author of Renouncing Violence: Practice from   
 the Monastic Tradition

“This book, while written in simple conversation, has 
a powerful message for all of us.”
 Irene Nowell, OSB 
 Author of Wisdom: The Good Life

Don Talafous, OSB

Musings
A Benedictine on Christian Life

978-0-8146-8472-6   
Paperback, 224 pp., 5 ½ x 8 ½, $19.95

e  eBook

Don Talafous, OSB, is a Benedictine monk and priest of 
Saint John’s Abbey in Collegeville, Minnesota. Born in 1926, 
he has taught and served as university chaplain at Saint 
John’s University in Collegeville and published several books. 
He has an MA from Catholic University, in Washington, DC, 
and a PhD from Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, 
California. Currently, he devotes his life to alumni relations 
for Saint John’s University.

“A very useful book, not one to whip through in a single 
sitting but to read slowly and carefully—a good-
natured companion for us on our individual human 
journeys. It’s also a delightful read.”
 Carolyn J. Dewald
 Bard College

“Bits of wisdom from a life well lived, expressed with 
elegant simplicity.” 
 John A. Muse
 Presbyterian Church, USA

“Join this captivating Benedictine monk on his 
fascinating journey through life. He speaks to every 
one of us, giving us an understanding of matters 
concerning our faith. His insightfulness is truly 
miraculous.”
 Tom Baldwin 
 Attorney, Dublin, Ireland 
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https://litpress.org/Products/8472/Musings
https://litpress.org/Products/8800/Even-Though-I-Walk
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Pauline Matarasso

Clothed in Language

MW059P, 978-0-87907-059-5  
Paperback, 160 pp., 5 ½ x 8 ½, $24.95

e  eBook

Pauline Matarasso is a scholar, translator, and poet with a 
particular interest in medieval history and literature focused 
on the Benedictine tradition. Among other books she has 
written and edited, she is the translator and editor of The 
Cistercian World: Monastic Writings of the Twelfth Century 
(Penguin, 1993) and translator of John of Forde’s The Life of 
Wulfric of Haselbury, Anchorite (CF 79; Cistercian 
Publications, 2011).

“Pauline Matarasso pushes beyond genre; Clothed in 
Language is part journal, part linguistic and spiritual 
autobiography. It is a good book for lectio—whether 
in refectory, office, school, or the quiet place Jesus 
tells us to go to when we pray.”
 Tim Vivian
 California State University, Bakersfield

“It takes a contemplative soul filtered through a mind 
at once scholarly and poetic to render complex insight 
with such clarity and beauty. This book offers 
substantial nourishment, manna in the wilderness.”
 Erik Varden
 Mount Saint Bernard Abbey

 
“Equal parts meditation, analysis, and play, Pauline 
Matarasso’s Clothed in Language explores the ‘nets 
of metaphor’ we weave to make God visible to us.”
 Elizabeth Thompson
 Ohio University

Bernard Bonowitz, OCSO 

Truly Seeking God

MW062P, 978-0-87907-262-9  
Paperback, 160 pp., 5 ½ x 8 ½, $24.95

e  eBook

Bernard Bonowitz, OCSO, was born in 1949 into a Jewish 
family in New York City. In 1968, during his studies of classics 
at Columbia College, he was received into the Roman 
Catholic Church. He entered the Society of Jesus in 1973 
and was ordained a priest in 1979. In 1982, he transferred to 
the Order of Cistercians of the Strict Observance (Trappists) 
at Saint Joseph’s Abbey in Spencer, Massachusetts. 

“Bonowitz’s book shows the way that a monk’s 
experience develops over the course of a lifetime, with 
both its struggles and its joys. Reading it, many will 
discover their thirst for God, as well as their yearning 
to find their true self and the way to genuine freedom 
and life. Not only religious men and women, but lay 
Christians will also find new impetus to live out their 
vocation.”
 Sister Teresa Paula Perdigão, OSB
 Mosteiro do Encontro, Paraná, Brazil

“Dom Bernardo has the rare gift for distilling decades 
of experience in formation work into real gems of 
wisdom and insight, at once deeply contemplative and 
eminently practical. This book is a precious gift to 
those seeking God with St. Benedict as their guide.”
 Gerard D’Souza
 Abbey of Genesee
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https://litpress.org/Products/MW059P/Clothed-in-Language
https://litpress.org/Products/MW062P/Truly-Seeking-God


26 l i tpress.org/academic   |   800-858-5450 ACSPRING20

Dom Marie-Gérard Dubois, OCSO

Happiness in God
Memories and Reflections  

of the Father Abbot of La Trappe
Translated by Georges Hoffmann  

and Jean Truax
Preface by Dom Guerric Reitz Séjotte, 

Abbot of La Trappe

MW058P, 978-0-87907-058-8 
Paperback, 408 pp., 5 ½ x 8 ½, $39.95

e  eBook

Dom Marie-Gérard Dubois was born in Lille, France, in 
1929 in a family of seven children. In 1947 he entered the 
Trappist Monastery of Mont-des-Cats, where he became 
master of novices and then prior. After a short stay as 
superior ad nutum at Cîteaux, Dubois was elected abbot of 
the Monastery of La Grande Trappe in Soligny, France. 
During his twenty-five years as abbot he presided over many 
commissions responsible for implementing the reforms of 
Vatican Council II in the Cistercian Order. 

“A deeply engaging and delightfully personalized 
glimpse into genuine monastic life and experience, 
including his own meaningful path to La Trappe. Much 
more than a memoir, Dubois’s book whets our appetite 
to taste and see the conversatio morum of Trappist 
community, so personally and profoundly spread 
before us as though at table with the brothers. The 
English translation captures the narrative and insight 
of Dubois beautifully.”
 F. Tyler Sergent
 Berea College, Kentucky

Isaac of Stella

Sermons on the  
Christian Year

Volume 2
Translated by Lewis White with 

introduction by Elias Dietz, OCSO

CF066P, 978-0-87907-666-5  
Paperback, 288 pp., 5 ½ x 8 ½, $34.95

e  eBook

Lewis White has been a professor and translator at the 
Language Center of the Universidad Tecnológica de la 
Mixteca, Huajuapan de León, Oaxaca, Mexico, since 2009. 
His translations of Aelred of Rievaulx’s Homilies on the 
Prophetic Burdens of Isaiah (CF 83) and of some of the 
liturgical sermons from Aelred’s Durham Collection (CF 80) 
were published by Cistercian Publications in 2018.

“This long-awaited volume allows contemporary 
readers to appreciate the full theological creativity and 
monastic wisdom of one of the greatest, but less well-
known, Cistercian mystics of the twelfth century. Isaac 
of Stella’s liturgical sermons are original, challenging, 
and spiritually nourishing. It is a delight to have them 
in a fine English translation for the first time.”
 Bernard McGinn 
 Divinity School, University of Chicago
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https://litpress.org/Products/CF066P/Sermons-on-the-Christian-Year
https://litpress.org/Products/MW058P/Happiness-in-God
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    Volume 3 foreseen for Fall 2020.    

Ludolph of Saxony

 The Life of 
Jesus Christ

Part One

Volume 2, Chapters 41–92
Translated and introduced by Milton T. Walsh

The first  
full English  

translation of this  
classic work!

Forthcoming volumes in the  
four-volume series.

Volume 1  
available now!

Milton T. Walsh holds a doctorate in sacred theology from 
the Gregorian University in Rome. For many years, he taught 
theology at St. Patrick’s Seminary in Menlo Park, California. 
He is the author of several books, including Second Friends: 
C. S. Lewis and Ronald Knox in Conversation, In Memory of 
Me: A Meditation on the Roman Canon, and Witness of the 
Saints: Patristic Readings in the Liturgy of the Hours.

CS282H,  
978-0-87907-282-7  

Hardcover with dust jacket,  
856 pp., 5 ½ x 8 ½,  

$79.95

e  eBook

The Vita Christi of Ludolph of Saxony,  

fourteenth-century Carthusian, is the most 

comprehensive series of meditations on the 

life of Christ from the late Middle Ages. Ludolph 

assembles a wealth of commentary from the 

fathers of the church and the great medieval 

spiritual writers and weaves them into a 

seamless exposition of the Gospel. 

 This is the full English translation of this 

classic work and, while it will be of great 

interest to students of Christian spirituality, it 

is intended for ordinary believers seeking to 

enter more deeply into the meaning of the life 

of Christ. Ludolph divided his work into two 

parts; the present volume contains the second 

half of Part One.

Call for  
special standing 

order offer!
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Full of Your Glory
Liturgy, Cosmos, Creation
978-0-8146-6456-8  Paperback, 448 pp., 6 x 9, $44.95
e  Book

Liturgy’s Imagined Past/s
Methodologies and Materials in the  
Writing of Liturgical History Today
978-0-8146-6268-7  Paperback, 336 pp., 6 x 9, $34.95
e  Book

Liturgy in Migration
From the Upper Room to 
Cyberspace
978-0-8146-6275-5  Paperback, 328 pp., 6 x 9, $39.95
e  Book

Rights: World, English

The Spirit in Worship— 
Worship in the Spirit 
978-0-8146-6228-1 Paperback, 336 pp., 6 x 9, $39.95
e  Book

Rights: World, English

The Place of Christ  
in Liturgical Prayer
Trinity, Christology, and  
Liturgical Theology
978-0-8146-6018-8 Paperback, 392 pp., 6 x 9, $49.95
Rights: World, English

Yale Institute of Sacred Music  
Liturgy Conference Series

Edited by Teresa Berger and Bryan D. Spinks

https://litpress.org/Products/6456/Full-of-Your-Glory
https://litpress.org/Products/6268/Liturgys-Imagined-Pasts
https://litpress.org/Products/6275/Liturgy-In-Migration
https://litpress.org/Products/6228/The-Spirit-in-WorshipWorship-in-the-Spirit
https://litpress.org/Products/6018/The-Place-of-Christ-in-Liturgical-Prayer
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150th ANNIVERSARY

Kristin M. Colberg 

Vatican I and Vatican II
Councils in the Living Tradition
“Vatican I and Vatican II is a superb achievement as it not only 
contributes to Catholic historiography by strengthening understandings 
of the relationship between the two councils, but also in that it helps 
to debunk some of the myths that lie at the heart of the culture wars 
within the church. In producing this work, Colberg is helping to 
inform—and indeed start—a much-needed conversation regarding 
this particular aspect of Catholic history based upon a deep and 
perceptive reading of the documents.”
 Reading Religion  
978-0-8146-8314-9  Paperback, 176 pp., 6 x 9, $24.95
e  Book

Joseph F. Kelly 

The Ecumenical Councils  
of the Catholic Church
A History
“Kelly has written quite a bit on topics related to church history and 
has a very easy to read writing style. In this present volume he offers 
a brief overview of all the ecumenical councils of the church situating 
them in their historical periods. He gives information on specific issues 
dealt with at each council and highlights some of the significant players 
in each of them.”
 Emmanuel Magazine
978-0-8146-5376-0 Paperback, 232 pp., 6 x 9, $24.95
e  Book

Rights: World, English

Frederick J. Cwiekowski, PSS 

The Church
Theology in History
“The evident careful labor that went into this well-crafted book reflects 
the author’s deep concern that those who hold positions of 
responsibility in the church be historically conscious and theologically 
astute. A substantial book that reflects a lifetime of teaching and 
research.”
 Theological Studies
978-0-8146-4468-3 Paperback 424 pp., 6 x 9, $39.95
e  Book

 OF VATICAN I
1870 — 2020

https://litpress.org/Products/8314/Vatican-I-and-Vatican-II
https://litpress.org/Products/5376/The-Ecumenical-Councils-of-the-Catholic-Church
https://litpress.org/Products/4468/The-Church
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Baruch and the Letter  
of Jeremiah
Marie-Theres Wacker
978-0-8146-8155-8  208 pp., $39.95

e  Book

Micah
Julia M. O’Brien
978-0-8146-8161-9   206 pp., $39.95

e  Book

Haggai and Malachi
Stacy Davis
978-0-8146-8163-3   174 pp., $29.95

e  Book

Philippians, Colossians, 
Philemon
Elsa Tamez, Cynthia Briggs 
Kittredge, Claire Miller Colombo, 
Alicia J. Batten
978-0-8146-8200-5   326 pp., $39.95

e  Book

Hebrews
Mary Ann Beavis and  
HyeRan Kim-Cragg  
978-0-8146-8204-3   336 pp., $39.95

e  Book

Psalms, Books 2–3
Denise Dombkowski Hopkins
978-0-8146-8120-6   458 pp., $39.95

e  Book

Song of Songs
F. Scott Spencer
978-0-8146-8124-4   318 pp., $39.95

e  Book

1–2 Thessalonians
Florence Morgan Gillman, Mary Ann 
Beavis, HyeRan Kim-Cragg
978-0-8146-8201-2   254 pp., $39.95

e  Book

1–2 Timothy, Titus
Annette Bourland Huizenga
978-0-8146-8203-6   262 pp., $39.95

e  Book

Ruth
Alice L. Laffey and Mahri 
Leonard-Fleckman 
978-0-8146-8107-7   294 pp., $39.95

e  Book

Lamentations 
Gina Hens-Piazza
978-0-8146-8154-1   162 pp., $29.95

e  Book

All books are hardcover with dust jacket, 6 x 9.

Ephesians
Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza
978-0-8146-8174-9   232 pp., $39.95

e  Book

Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah
Wilda C. M. Gafney 
978-0-8146-8162-6   264 pp., $39.95

e  Book

 isdom Commentary brings together today’s best scholars to provide modern

  readers with a truly fresh look at every book of the Bible. While issues of gender 

are primary in this project, the volumes also address the intersecting issues of power, 

authority, ethnicity, race, class, and religious belief and practice. 

 Each volume incorporates diverse voices and differing interpretation from various parts 

of the world, showing the importance of social location in the process of interpretation and 

that there is no single definitive feminist interpretation of a text.

Sign up for a standing order and save!
To learn more and place a standing order  
for the Wisdom Commentary series, go to
 WisdomCommentary.org/standingorder.

A Significant Milestone  
in the History  

of Feminism and the 
Study of Scripture

Wisdom Commentary series is 
available digitally through Logos 
Bible Software

Visit WisdomCommentary.org
to see when volumes are published,  
a list of all the contributors,  
and more!

Proverbs 
Alice Ogden Bellis
978-0-8146-8122-0   356 pp., $39.95

e  Book

Leviticus 
S. Tamar Kamionkowski
978-0-8146-8102-2  402 pp., $39.95

e  Book

Judges
Mercedes L. García Bachmann
978-0-8146-8106-0  328 pp., $39.95

e  Book

Mark
Warren Carter
978-0-8146-8166-4  584 pp., $39.95
e  Book

2 Corinthians
Antoinette Clark Wire
978-0-8146-8172-5  400 pp., $39.95

e  Book

2 Kings
Song-Mi Suzie Park
978-0-8146-8111-4  408 pp., $39.95

e  Book

Qoheleth (Ecclesiastes)
Lisa M. Wolfe
978-0-8146-8123-7  280 pp., $39.95

e  Book

https://litpress.org/Products/8102/Wisdom-Commentary-Leviticus
https://litpress.org/Products/8106/Wisdom-Commentary-Judges
https://litpress.org/Products/8107/Wisdom-Commentary-Ruth
https://litpress.org/Products/8111/Wisdom-Commentary-2-Kings
https://litpress.org/Products/8120/Wisdom-Commentary-Psalms-Books-23
https://litpress.org/Products/8122/Wisdom-Commentary-Proverbs
https://litpress.org/Products/8123/Wisdom-Commentary-Qoheleth-Ecclesiastes
https://litpress.org/Products/8124/Wisdom-Commentary-Song-of-Songs
https://litpress.org/Products/8154/Wisdom-Commentary-Lamentations
https://litpress.org/Products/8155/Wisdom-Commentary-Baruch-and-the-Letter-of-Jeremiah
https://litpress.org/Products/8161/Wisdom-Commentary-Micah
https://litpress.org/Products/8162/Wisdom-Commentary-Nahum-Habakkuk-Zephaniah
https://litpress.org/Products/8163/Wisdom-Commentary-Haggai-and-Malachi
https://litpress.org/Products/8166/Wisdom-Commentary-Mark
https://litpress.org/Products/8172/Wisdom-Commentary-2-Corinthians
https://litpress.org/Products/8174/Wisdom-Commentary-Ephesians
https://litpress.org/Products/8200/Wisdom-Commentary-Philippians-Colossians-Philemon
https://litpress.org/Products/8201/Wisdom-Commentary-12-Thessalonians
https://litpress.org/Products/8203/Wisdom-Commentary-12-Timothy-Titus
https://litpress.org/Products/8204/Wisdom-Commentary-Hebrews
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Theology

Praying the Word
Illuminated Prayers and Wisdom from  
The Saint John’s Bible
This exquisite treasury follows the tradition of 
lectio divina and serves as a companion for 
personal prayer and meditation.  
978-0-8146-9093-2   Hardcover, 76 pp.,  
5 3⁄4 x 11 3⁄4, $44.95

Susan Sink 

The Art of The  
Saint John’s Bible
The Complete  
Reader’s Guide
“By its sheer beauty and 
craftsmanship The Saint 
John’s Bible compels its 
viewers to stand in awe. 
Sink presents us with finely 

crafted answers to questions we might not have 
even been aware we were seeking. Why that image? 
Those colors? How did they . . . ? A solid 
contribution to an epic enterprise.”  
 George Wilson, SJ
978-0-8146-9193-9   Paperback, 392 pp., 6 x 9, $39.95
e  Book

ORDER THE  
7-VOLUME SET 

AND SAVE!
978-0-8146-9191-5   $449.95 net

Beautiful  
gifts for 
• holidays
• weddings
• anniversaries
• birthdays

Ideal for
• individuals
• churches and  
    parishes
• retreat houses
• libraries

Psalms
978-0-8146-9056-7    88 pp., $59.95

Pentateuch
978-0-8146-9052-9    160 pp., $79.95

Historical Books
978-0-8146-9053-6    276 pp., $119.95

Prophets
978-0-8146-9054-3    232 pp., $119.95

Wisdom Books
978-0-8146-9055-0    136 pp., $64.95

Gospels and Acts
978-0-8146-9051-2    136 pp., $79.95

Letters and Revelation
978-0-8146-9057-4    100 pp., $54.95

Donald Jackson, Artistic Director and Illuminator
Set of seven distinct books in the NRSV translation.  
Each book is hardcover with dust jacket, 9 3⁄4 x 15.

Donald Jackson, Artistic Director and Illuminator
Set of seven distinct books in the NRSV translation.  
Each book is hardcover with dust jacket, 9 3⁄4 x 15.

Sign up for a standing order and save!
To learn more and place a standing order  
for the Wisdom Commentary series, go to
 WisdomCommentary.org/standingorder.

https://litpress.org/Products/9056/Psalms
https://litpress.org/Products/9052/Pentateuch
https://litpress.org/Products/9053/Historical-Books
https://litpress.org/Products/9054/Prophets
https://litpress.org/Products/9055/Wisdom-Books
https://litpress.org/Products/9051/Gospels-and-Acts
https://litpress.org/Products/9057/Letters-and-Revelation
https://litpress.org/Products/9193/The-Art-of-The-Saint-Johns-Bible
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https://litpress.org/Products/9093/Praying-the-Word
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THE BIBLE TODAY

A bimonthly publication that invites you to explore 

Scripture through illustrated articles and commentary 

written by some of today’s best biblical scholars. The 

Bible Today is accessibly written for even the 

non-expert, making it ideal for your own personal 

reflection or for your group study of the Bible.

A quarterly publication of the monks of Saint John’s 

Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota. Its primary aim is to 

develop and promote a better understanding of what 

the liturgy is and does, thereby enabling all men and 

women to participate more actively and fruitfully in 

the church’s worship.

Try it FREE! 
Print or App

• Standard and large print editions

• App for Android, iOS, and Kindle 

 

A monthly publication centered on the Word of God. 

Drawing inspiration from a multitude of voices, it 

provides a relevant and trustworthy understanding 

of Scripture. Whether you have five minutes or a half 

hour, Give Us This Day supports your desire to pray.

GUTD.net
888-259-8470

WORSHIP

https://giveusthisday.org/
https://thebibletoday.org/
http://journalworship.org/


SHIPPING
All orders shipped via USPS. Please allow 2–3 weeks for standard shipping  
and handling. For other shipping methods please contact customer service at  
1-800-858-5450. Postage and handling charges apply to all orders; 14% ($7.00 min.) 
for all orders under $100.00. Orders over $100.00 are billed at actual freight plus $7.00. 
Applicable state sales tax will be added. Shipping rates will be higher on orders outside 
the US. For orders less than $10.00 payment must be included with order. Canadian 
customers add current GST. Invoice is payable in US funds only.

EXAM COPY INFORMATION
We invite professors to request examination copies of the books that appear in  
this catalog. The limit is one copy per title per professor for a 90–day examination 
period. The name of the course and estimated enrollment is required to fulfill the 
exam copy. After the examination period, the book may be returned in saleable 
condition for a full refund (an invoice must be included with the unmarked and 
undamaged book). For more information, visit litpress.org/copyrequest.

REVIEW COPY INFORMATION
If you are a reviewer for a scholarly journal or trade magazine interested in reviewing 
a book featured in this catalog, please send your request to Tara Durheim, associate 
publisher for the academic and monastic markets (tdurheim026@litpress.org). 

Thank you for your support of Liturgical Press books!  
We appreciate it when you recommend our books to your library.

All prices are subject to change. 
GUARANTEE: Your satisfaction is guaranteed, or your money will be refunded.
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“This expertly researched text 
provides an insightful and 
practical guide to help Christian 
churches navigate the complex 
threats posed by consumer 
culture. Treating each sacrament 
in turn, Brunk enumerates the 
ways that consumerism has 
deformed many worship practices. 
This book is an essential read  
for all ministers and for anyone  
who wants to deepen their  
love for the sacraments.”

David Farina Turnbloom
University of Portland

Learn more about  
Timothy Brunk’s 
new book on page 9.




