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The time has come to tell the entire story of the 
creation of The Saint John’s Bible. This completely 
updated and expanded edition of Illuminating the Word 
devotes a separate chapter to each of the Bible’s seven 
volumes. Readers get a behind-the-scenes tour of the 
creation of each volume, with a fascinating window 
into the activities, challenges, and struggles at Donald 
Jackson’s Scriptorium in Wales. We can practically 
watch, through the eyes of every artist and calligrapher 
who participated in the project, the Bible’s stunning 
illuminations move from conception to completion.
This edition includes a completely new chapter on the 
scripts used in The Saint John’s Bible that will fascinate 
calligraphers and lovers of the art. Still another new 
chapter details the production of the Heritage Edition, 
a high-quality, fine-art facsimile of the original that 
makes The Saint John’s Bible available to a wider audi-
ence than the singular manuscript.

Christopher Calderhead is a visual artist and graphic designer who has 
exhibited his letter-based works in the United States and Great Britain. 
An ordained minister, he has served parishes in the Church of England 
and the Episcopal Church USA. He is editor of Alphabet, a journal of the 
lettering arts published by the Friends of Calligraphy, and author of One 
Hundred Miracles.

Illuminating the Word
The Making of The Saint John’s Bible 

SECOND EDITION
Christopher Calderhead

978-0-8146-9132-8
Hardcover, 352 pp., 9 5⁄8 x 11 3⁄8, $49.95

More than  
180 exquisite 

full-color 
images!

Illuminating Justice
The Ethical Imagination of 

The Saint John’s Bible 
Jonathan Homrighausen

Foreword by Michael Patella
Illuminating Justice explores the call to social ethics in 
The Saint John’s Bible, the first major handwritten and 
hand-illuminated Christian Bible since the invention 
of the printing press. Situating his close analysis of The 
Saint John’s Bible’s, illuminations in the context of con-
temporary biblical exegesis and Catholic teaching, 
Homrighausen shows how this project stimulates the 
ethical imagination of its readers and viewers on mat-
ters of justice for women, care for creation, and dia-
logue between Jews and Christians. Written for 
scholars, pastors, teachers, and any fan of The Saint 
John’s Bible, this book shows how beauty and justice 
intertwine in this wondrous illuminated Bible for the 
new millennium.

Jonathan Homrighausen (MA, Graduate Theological Union) is currently 
pursuing a PhD in Hebrew Bible/Old Testament at Duke University. He 
spent two years with the Heritage Edition of The Saint John’s Bible while 
working in Archives & Special Collections at Santa Clara University. 

978-0-8146-4455-3
Paperback, 144 pp., 7 x 10, $24.95

978-0-8146-4479-9  eBook, $22.99
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Pentateuch
In beautiful handwritten 
script and elegant design, 
Pentateuch contains the 
cherished stories of faith 
that are thousands of 
years old. This book pro-
vides an artistic interpre-
tation of humanity’s 
oldest literature—still 
recited as living history.

 That these stories are significant to Jewish and 
Christian traditions is not surprising since they reflect 
the hopes, dreams, fears, and deeds of people living 
side by side with the earth’s oldest civilizations. 
978-0-8146-9052-9    160 pp., $119.95

Wisdom 
Books
Wisdom Books includes 
some of the Old Testa-
ment’s literary master-
pieces, including Song of 
Solomon, Ecclesiastes, 
Proverbs, and the much-
loved book of Job. 
 There are over fifteen 

large illuminations, among them the spectacular  
frontispiece for Ecclesiastes and another titled Creative 
Wisdom. As you spend time with Wisdom Books, you will 
find yourself treasuring both the words and the images. 
978-0-8146-9055-0    136 pp., $99.95

Historical 
Books
As the largest book in 
the series, Historical 
Books features more than 
twenty-five stunning  
illuminations as well as 
multiple text treatments 
and marginal details that 
dramatically depict the 

Bible’s inspiring and thought-provoking passages. 
Through beautiful handwritten script and elegant  
design, this volume illustrates how the grace of God’s 
justice and peace can rise from the most unlikely of 
places, reminding us that our redemption is always 
close at hand. 
978-0-8146-9053-6    276 pp., $149.95

Psalms 
Visual representations  
o f  c h a n t s  f r o m
Benedictine, Native
American, Muslim,
Taoist, and other tradi-
tions are the basis for
illuminations of the
Psalms. The varying pitch 
o f  t h e  c h a n t s  i s
rendered graphically to

provide a motif for the abstract illumination. Every 
Psalm page features a small, gold graphic rendering of 
the chanting of the monks from Saint John’s Abbey.  
 Jackson chose colors to represent different 
themes and designs to symbolize the different types of 
Psalms. He devised a way of weaving the two together 
that resulted in  unique script, colors, and shading. 
978-0-8146-9056-7    88 pp., $99.95

Prophets
Prophets features some 
of the most beautiful 
passages in all of Sacred 
Scripture. The ancient 
prophets of Israel suf-
fered and celebrated 
with the people they 
both admonished and 
praised. They provided 
words of consolation 

during times of oppression and kept the flame of 
hope alive during the darkest periods of Israelite his-
tory. Christians honor the prophets as those who 
foretold the coming of the Messiah, Jesus Christ, as 
is evidenced by the many references to the prophets 
in the New Testament.  
978-0-8146-9054-3    232 pp., $129.95

Books

“One of the                   
   extraordinary  
undertakings of 
our time.”
—Smithsonian Magazine

Donald Jackson, Artistic Director and Illuminator
Set of seven distinct books in the NRSV translation. Each book is hardcover with dust jacket, 9 3⁄4 x 15.

Donald Jackson, Artistic Director and Illuminator
Set of seven distinct books in the NRSV translation. Each book is hardcover with dust jacket, 9 3⁄4 x 15.
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Gospels 
and Acts 

Gospels and Acts has  
more than twenty-five  
illuminations, including 
full-page opening illumi-
nations for each of the four 
gospels. Some of the 
prominent illuminations 
include Genealogy of Jesus, 

Letters and  
Revelation
Letters and Revelation is 
the final volume of the 
entire monumental 
project. It includes some 
of the most crucial 
works of all the Chris-
tian Scriptures: epistles 
traditionally attributed 
to Paul, John, Peter, 

James, and Jude, and the fascinating book of  
Revelation. Donald Jackson’s artistic vision lends 
them a new life and vibrancy for modern readers.
978-0-8146-9057-4    100 pp., $79.95

Donald Jackson, Artistic Director and Illuminator
Set of seven distinct books in the NRSV translation.  
Each book is hardcover with dust jacket, 9 3⁄4 x 15.

SPECIAL OFFER WHEN YOU  
ORDER THE SET ALL AT ONCE!

TOTAL RETAIL VALUE OF INDIVIDUAL 
VOLUMES IS OVER $550

You pay $599.95 for seven volumes as a set* 
*Standard shipping rates apply.  (code 9191)

Psalms
978-0-8146-9056-7    88 pp., $99.95

Pentateuch
978-0-8146-9052-9    160 pp., $119.95

Historical Books
978-0-8146-9053-6    276 pp., $149.95

Prophets
978-0-8146-9054-3    232 pp., $129.95

Wisdom Books
978-0-8146-9055-0    136 pp., $99.95

Gospels and Acts
978-0-8146-9051-2    136 pp., $99.95

Letters and Revelation
978-0-8146-9057-4    100 pp., $79.95

Birth of Christ, Raising of Lazarus, The Crucifixion, 
Christ Our Light, The Last Supper, Road to 
Emmaus, and Pentecost. 
978-0-8146-9051-2    136 pp., $99.95
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Word and Image
The Hermeneutics of  
The Saint John’s Bible
Michael Patella, OSB
In Word and Image, Michael Patella explores the principles, intentions, 
and aims of The Saint John’s Bible—the first handwritten and hand-
illuminated Bible commissioned by a Benedictine abbey since the 
invention of the printing press. Patella focuses not on how it was 
made but on how it can be read, viewed, and interpreted in a way that 
respects biblical inspiration and Christian tradition in our postmodern 
context. It is a book that is sure to appeal to academics, pastors, 
teachers, and educated laypersons.
978-0-8146-9196-0  Paperback, 336 pp., 7 x 10, $39.95
978-0-8146-9197-7  eBook, $31.99

The Art of The Saint John’s Bible
The Complete Reader’s Guide
Susan Sink
From the time that pages of The Saint John’s Bible began touring in 
major exhibitions nearly a decade ago, people have been moved, 
captivated, and inspired by this stunning work of modern sacred art. 
But they often have questions about the illuminations that are 
scattered throughout the Bible, especially as they first become familiar 
with it. Why was a certain Scripture passage chosen for illumination 
rather than another? What materials and source imagery are behind 
the illuminations? The Art of The Saint John’s Bible provides answers 
to these important questions and many others.
978-0-8146-9193-9  Paperback, 392 pp., 6 x 9, $49.95
978-0-8146-9194-6  eBook, $27.99

The Illuminator and a Bible 
for the 21st Century
The longtime scribe to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth’s Crown 
Office used age-old calligraphic techniques to create a modern 
manuscript: egg yolks, gold, silver, and platinum in the illuminations; 
goose quills and hand-ground ink on carefully selected calf-skin 
vellum for the text.  Experience for yourself the story of the most 
extensive scribal commission in the world since the end of the 
Middle Ages, a story that has not happened for a long time and 
probably will never happen again.
978-0-8146-9059-8   DVD, 49 min., $21.95
Rights: World, English

Copyright 2005. A 3BM Television Production for BBC Wales and Saint John’s University with 

support from Target Corporation
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Illuminating Ministry
A Journal
Edited by Vic Klimoski
978-0-8146-3342-7 
Plastic coil binding, 80 pp., 7 x 10, $19.95

Illuminating Ministry
A Journal, Volume 2
Edited by Vic Klimoski and Barbara Sutton
978-0-8146-3371-7 
Plastic coil binding, 104 pp., 7 x 10, $19.95

Program Manual    Barbara Sutton
978-0-8146-9160-1
Paperback with DVD, 80 pp., $69.95

Music CD and Illuminations CD 
Volume I  978-0-8146-9161-8, $150.00
Volume II 978-0-8146-9171-7, $150.00

Volume I Reflection Guides:
978-0-8146-9136-6 Birth of Christ
978-0-8146-9141-0 Messianic Predictions
978-0-8146-9133-5 Sower and the Seed
978-0-8146-9135-9 The Transfiguration
978-0-8146-9162-5 The Crucifixion
978-0-8146-9165-6 Wisdom Woman
978-0-8146-9163-2 The Resurrection
978-0-8146-9138-0 Raising of Lazarus 
978-0-8146-9164-9 Creation
978-0-8146-9159-5 Praise of Wisdom

Volume II Reflection Guides:
978-0-8146-9166-3 Ruth and Naomi
978-0-8146-9168-7 Baptism of Jesus
978-0-8146-9172-4 Elisha and the Six Miracles

Seeing the Word

Reflection Guides in Individual Ten-Packs
4 pp., 8 1⁄2 x 11, $10.95 per pack of ten

Experience a vibrant new way to pray
Combining Scripture with artwork from  
The Saint John’s Bible, Seeing the Word guides 
participants through a powerful prayer 
experience. Each full-color Reflection Guide 
focuses on a specific Scripture passage, with 
an illumination from The Saint John’s Bible.

Learn more and see materials at:  
SeeingTheWord.org 

Illuminating Ministry 
A Journal, Volume 3
Edited by Vic Klimoski and Barbara Sutton
Illuminating Ministry, which promotes spiritual com-
panioning in groups, becomes an exceptional tool for 
exploring and renewing one’s call to ministry through 
the following features:

• Seven chapters written by pastoral ministers
• Stories from the authors that illuminate the

experience of their ministries
• Beautiful illuminations from The Saint John’s

Bible presented in full color with corresponding 
Scripture verses

• Authors’ reflections on the charisms as well as
the Scripture text related to the images

• Spaces to record responses to reflection ques-
tions and pages to write personal  thoughts,
feelings, and prayers inspired by the lectio
divina process

978-0-8146-4843-8 
Plastic coil binding, 96 pp., 7 x 10, $19.95



6 SaintJohnsBible.org  |  1-800-654-0476

Brilliant on the outside and 
blank on the inside, these 
exquisite cards feature popular 
illuminations and text treatments 
from the project. See the wide 
selection of designs online at 
SaintJohnsBible.org.

Books

Note Card Packs

Popular Images 
978-0-8146-9114-4  Ten cards, one of each design with envelopes, 5 x 7, $21.95

Creation 
 978-0-8146-9067-3

Ten cards, five of each design with envelopes, 5 x 7, $21.95

“Everything about this book bespeaks art, from the 
representation of the biblical texts to the rich yellow cloth 
cover and sleeve. It will be prized by its owner, and 
would also make an exquisite gift.”

The Bible Today

Praying the Word
Illuminated Prayers and Wisdom 

from The Saint John’s Bible
This exquisite treasury follows the tradition of 

lectio divina and serves as a companion for 
personal prayer and meditation. The beautiful 
hardcover design features a cloth finish with 

slipcase and ribbon bookmark. Praying the 
Word embodies the significance of prayer 
life and makes a wonderful gift at 

confirmations, weddings, and other special 
occasions in the lives of family and friends. 

978-0-8146-9093-2
Hardcover, 76 pp., 5 3⁄4 x 11 3⁄4, $44.95

An elegant & 
extraordinary gift 

book!
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New Testament 
978-0-8146-9211-0  Ten cards, one of each design with envelopes, 4 x 9, $23.95

Old Testament 
978-0-8146-9115-1  Ten cards, one of each design with envelopes, 5 x 7, $23.95

Vertical Text & Images 
978-0-8146-9130-4 Ten cards, one of each design with envelopes, 4 x 9, $21.95
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Gospels 
978-0-8146-9113-7  Ten cards, one of each design with envelopes, 5 x 7, $23.95

Historical Books 
978-0-8146-9148-9  Ten cards, one of each design with envelopes, 5 x 7, $21.95

Letters and Revelation 
978-0-8146-9200-4  Ten cards, one of each design with envelopes, 5 x 7, $21.95
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These exquisite fine art Giclée prints can be enjoyed personally or given as a gift. 
Visit SaintJohnsBible.org to view the entire collection.

CreationSower and the Seed

Milkweed and Butterfly

Psalm One

Life In Community

Creation, Covenant, Shekinah, Kingdom

Giclée (pronounced ZHEE-clay) is the French term for “fine 
spray.” Precise computer calculations control the process of 
producing over 500 shades of dense, water-based ink. Great care 
is taken to prepare and capture each image. Through imaging and 
print technology, we are able to deliver truly breathtaking output 
with beautifully smooth and dot-free tones. The final product is 
a lush, vibrant, and velvety-looking art print, one that has the feel 
of a watercolor and the clarity of an original painting.




